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The solicitation of the friends of the de- 
ceased\ and the hope that this Discourse 
may be useful, have induced the Author to 
commit it to the press. 







DISCOURSE. 


Proverbs xxxi. 30. 

But a woman that fear clh the Lord , she shall he praised. 

THE desire has been expressed that the late 
affecting instance of death might be improved 
as an occasion to call the attention of all, par- 
ticularly of young people, to the value of a pious 
and virtuous life. With this desire I most 
cordially comply. 

There can be nothing more reasonable or wor¬ 
thy of the attention of a good mind, than to turn 
every interesting event to the advantage of re¬ 
ligion, and to the benefit of a dying world. Tlus 
is a design entirely different in its object from 
that which aims only .to magnify the honors oj 
the dead. Its object is not to gratify the paitial 
feelings of friendship, but to do good, by causing 
the example of the dead to speak with eflect to 
the hearts of the living. The example of a good 
person, in many cases, seems to attiact but little 
regard. The vain and busy world seem to feel 
but a cold respect for virtues ol the purest and 
most precious worth. But when a person, 1111056 
life was adorned by such virtues, is no more, the 
worth which was little noticed becomes a subject 
of recollection, and is deeply lamented \\ hcn lost. 
The dwelling where such a life was closed, lor a 
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time appears gloomy, often awakening the most 
painful recollection. A veil of mourning is 
spread over the once cheerful face of nature, and 
the seeming voice of our -friend calls to us from 
the tomb, “ Prepare to meet thy God." 

The text naturally leads us to estimate the 
worth of a woman who fearcth the Lord; and 
to observe that such an one merits praise. Per¬ 
sons of this sex are seldom called to act any 
conspicuous part in public life. By our institu¬ 
tions they are excluded from the opportunity to 
perform splendid achievements in the councils of 
the nation, or on the broad theatre of public fame. 
From this, it was the design of the wise Author 
of nature, and it is their happiness,- that they should 
be thus excluded. But this idea is far from having 
a tendency to depreciate their worth. The sta¬ 
tions they hold in society are highly important. 
The influence of their character is inexpressibly 
great. A worthless woman is a most wretched 
and dangerous pest to society. But of a woman 
who feareth the Lord, inspiration justly declares, 

‘ that her price is far above rubies.’ 

The influence of her example is highly bene¬ 
ficial to her own sex. They seldom or never 
hear any language from her lips, but that which 
proceeds from the law of Christian kindness that 
reigns in her heart. Her conduct is chaste and 
discreet. She partakes little if any of that pride 
and vanity which dissipate many female minds, 
and degrade them below the dignity of innocence 
and of virtue. Modesty, godly simplicity, and 
meekness, adorn the woman who feareth the 
Lord. 

These graces are calculated to charm the dis¬ 
cerning of her sex to imitation. Her respect for 
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religion is manifest at home and abroad. It is 
exhibited without ostentation, but with a cheer¬ 
ful seriousness. She shows by modest example, 
that her heart is engaged and delighted in publio 
devotions. Nor is it long, I apprehend, that 
many who fear the Lord, can withhold the offer¬ 
ing of their souls for communion with a merciful 
Saviour. Though some, like that Martha of 
whom we read, are much troubled to provide the 
indifferent and unnecessary things for the enjoy¬ 
ment of this life, still others wisely choose, like 
Maiy, that good part which cannot be taken from 
them, which will never disappoint their hopes. 

The example of a woman who feareth the 
Lord, has a happy influence upon the other sex. 
There is nothing in the female character that 
commands so much respect from men, as un¬ 
feigned religion. 

If men do not themselves possess religion, they 
are almost universally pleased with it in the fe¬ 
male character. When we see the virtues and 
graces of religion exhibited in the female char¬ 
acter, it first attracts our admiration, then grad¬ 
ually draws us to imitation. It is true that the 
influence of a pious woman’s example does not 
always have the desired effect. But it generally 

E reduces some good effect. If the fear of the 
>ord possessed the hearts of all of this sex, it 
would strike a death blow on many, if not all the 
vices among men. In the conduct of a woman 
of this amiable character we may often witness 
a great degree of patience in sufferings, of fidelity 
to obligations, of cheerfulness in the performance 
of arduous duties, and of zealous conformity to 
the divine requirements. Such an example must 
be allowed to be well adapted to have a happy 
influence on the character of men. 

A 2 
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T ^he . example of a woman who fearciliUie 
Lord, if connected with a husband, is adapted to 

\ most ^ ap Py influence upon his life! 
When he sees that she is governed in the dis¬ 
charge of her duties by a sacred principle of 
reverence for God, his sensibility must be 
attected ; it must, unless he is hardened, make 
deep impressions on his heart. Her affection 
for her husband is not satisfied with the mere 
performance of those duties which relate to his 
temporal interests; she is concerned for his fu¬ 
ture happiness. . If he is not a Christian, she 
presses it upon his mind to unite with her in giv¬ 
ing themselves to the Lord, in an everlasting 
covenant of love and obedience. Her soul is of¬ 
ten poured forth to God in prayer, that her hus¬ 
band may be a subject of divine grace, a partaker 
of the blessed hopes of salvation. Is he visited 
by sickness ? The offices of affection are min¬ 
gled with pious counsels and encouragements. 
She cheerfully endures privations of rest,.and of 
almost every source of support, as if inspired by 
some divine principle. ' Are his prospects of hie 
overcast with discouragements? By her pious 
reliance on divine Providence, she banishes his 
despondency, and elevates his Wes. Isht agi¬ 
tated bv provocations he meets fiom the '' 011< ? • 

Ha.Spiritsoftens.hU rna adUgj. 

to continue master of himself. In everwsmiauo _ 
of life that can be conceived of, that hoij p 
ciple of the fear of the Lord, Pg^ fl J ence i s 
band an invaluable blessing, t , * tQ all 
not limited to her husband • f am ily 9 Here 
their interests, No 

her influence is^a;. 1 ^ e ^ 1 make good nm 
one can be so happilj^-ua t he pious 







infant heart. The effects of this influence often 
prove, I believe, to be as lasting as the existence 
of the soul. 

To these considerations, we add the testimony 
of the sacred scriptures. 

“ A virtuous woman is a crown to her hus¬ 
band. The heart of her husband doth safely 
trust in her.” The worth of a woman who fear- 
eth the Lord might be amply illustrated by em¬ 
inent characters, delineated in sacred history, and 
in modern as well as ancient times. Truly the 
woman that feareth the Lord deserves to be 
praised. 

Whether the character delineated in this dis¬ 
course pertinently applies, in any good degree, 
to the life of that young woman whose loss we 
have been recently called to mourn, I leave to the 
consideration of those who knew her. Alas ! it 
adds poignancy to our grief, to reflect, that she 
had but just entered upon the most responsible 
station of life. Her character, like the fair open¬ 
ing blossom of early promise, had but iust begun 
to expand, and to attract the admiration of many. 
A very few years since, she came into our neigh¬ 
bourhood and society a stranger but to few, and 
for her youth almost a stranger to the world. 
She soon discovered to her intimate friends a 
serious frame of mind, and was much engaged 
in inquiring into a knowledge of the great truths 
of the Christian religion. It is only two and a 
half years since she made a public profession ot 
this religion. Gratitude, and respect for her 
memorv, constrain me to add, that her life adorn¬ 
ed her profession. This 1 believe is universally 
attested by all who knew her private character. 
But it lias pleased the Sovereign Disposer ol 
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all things to recall her at the early age of twenty ' 
tour years, to himself; to leave a young par £' 
an infant child, and a large circle of relations and 
friends, to mourn her loss, which is very deeply 
felt. May the precious hope, that she has made 
a happy change, assuage the grief of her mourn- 
mg mends. 


...According to the order of a righteous Prov- • 
idence we nave often been visited with painful 
bereavements. W e have noticed those in general 
which have been attended with unusual circum¬ 
stances, and I hope not without some useful im¬ 
provement, 


The instance which particularly interests our 
attention to day,^ is one peculiarly affecting in 
many respects. This recent loss is peculiarly 
affecting to our church. No similar instance 
has been experienced by this church since my 
connexion with you. It is the duty of all to 
profit by the solemn occasion. 

I solicit the attention of young people to this 
melancholy event. I earnestly solicit their at¬ 
tention to the example of the deceased. Though 
dead, to us her example yet speaketh. To the 
young, it speaks a language to which I hope they 
will listen with seriousness, and which they will 
duly observe. Many solemn thoughts are sug¬ 
gested by her early death. It admonishes us of 
the uncertainty of life; that our fondest earthly 
hopes maybe disappointed; that neither youth, 
nor present health, nor personal charms, nor any 
human attainments, can promise us, that the grave 
shall not soon be the repose of the frail body, and 
eternity the abode of the disembodied soul. To 
day your prospects may be bright, your heart 
lull of pleasing anticipation; but when a very 
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few days more are past, the scene may be whol¬ 
ly reversed. Some disease may suddenly seize 
the strongest or the most delicate constitution, 
which may defy all the aid of skill. A mortal 
paleness may spread over the blooming counte¬ 
nance, a deathly chill through the frame, the 
world with all its charms fade upon the sight, 
and the trembling soul return to answer before 
God for all die conduct of life. Therefore, listen, 
I beseech you, to the voice of tiiat example 
which invites you to prepare for early death. 

A young person who feareth the Lord is truly 
the. most lovely that can be conceived of. There 
are no accomplishments which can render a per¬ 
son U'uly amiable without virtue. And I know 
of no real virtue which can exist without the fear 
of the Lord. This is die root of every diing 
beautiful or exalted in die human character. 
This is the soul of that virtue which will wear 
well, which will endure forever. Happy are they 
who seek and possess this holy principle in early 
life. It is a good foundation for the time to come. 
Think how it endeared to her friends that young 
person whose loss we’ mourn. See what inter¬ 
est it creates in the hearts of those who .had only 
heard her name mentioned as a follower of Christ, 
a person who delighted in the service of her Gpd. 
B ut do not think that it is the mere profession 
of religion, that gives worth to character. It is 
die living, in some good measure, according to 
what we profess, diat is necessary to prove us 
honest and sincere. This renders religion love¬ 
ly and desirable in the view of others. 

And what are the sacrifices which religion re¬ 
quires young people to make ? It requires no 
sacrifice of innocent and useful enjoyment; no 
sacrifice of honest pursuit; no sacrifice of reason- 
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able hopes. But it requires sacrifices of vanity 
and of eveiy sensual and unlawful pleasure, and 
these, only for our good. Religion requires you 
to give your hearts much to the service of God. 
This is the only way by which it can prove an 
ornament and comfort to us. This is the way 
by which others have been blest with its hopes 
aiid adorned with its graces. 

I-Iow wisely such young persons conducted 
who early chose and pursued the way of religion 
and have been early called to die! With how 
much more composure must they have been 
able to resign their souls to the hand of their 
Maker! And how much happier must they be 
in his presence, than if they had led an ungrate¬ 
ful, disobedient and thoughtless life ! That soul 
who, when in this world, was often employed in 
the exercises of love, of gratitude, and adoration 
of God, must be an object of his peculiar com¬ 
placency in heaven. That soul who often 
mourned on eartli the follies and sins of life, and 
who with earnest zeal and firm resolution re-. 
sistecl them, and subdued the propensities from 
which they proceeded,—that soul must assured¬ 
ly meet the compassion, the pardon, and deliglit 
ot a gracious God. _ That soul who, instead of 
a heedless life, habitually resorted to the Father 
ol mercies in secret prayer, to seek his heavenly 
love, his holy influence and direction,—that soul 
must be happy in his favor,, must share the glo¬ 
ries of his presence in a manner infinitely supe¬ 
rior to those of an opposite character, who may 
have repented with only an expiring breath. 

How can we think of the example of that young 
Christian,who began or closed the business of each 
clajj’m private devotion ; whose low voice or soft 
whispers were overheard to express the fulness of 








her heart to the glorious Author of all good;— 
how can we think of such an example, and not 
admire it, and not be engaged to imitate it? 
How rational, how interesting, how highly adapt¬ 
ed to be beneficial, is such a practice to depend¬ 
ent, frail, decaying beings ! And shall none of 
these things, my young friends, move you to 
seek and serve your God ? You have reason; 
you have sensibility ; you have understanding ; 
your sentiments, your hearts, must be on the right 
side of this cause ; but you will not fix your de¬ 
termination accordingly ; you will turn again to 
the world, I fear, and suffer that to seduce you, 
and to erase your good impressions. And by 
repeatedly doing so, there is danger that you will 
become more and more hardened, until death 
closes your probation, and fixes your doom for¬ 
ever. 

This day, I solemnly call your attention to the 
gospel of that glorious Saviour whom some of 
your most beloved and valuable friends chose as 
their portion, and followed as their guide to heav¬ 
en. This a day which our church devotes in 
a special manner to the commemoration of the 
sufferings and merits of Him who died for us. 
We cannot refrain from feeling affected at the 
absence of some whose company we have enjoy¬ 
ed on these occasions. But confidence in the 
rectitude of the divine dispensations checks our 
thoughts, and requires the duty of pious resigna¬ 
tion. Let gratitude and respect for the memory 
of your departed friends have^ some influence on 
your hearts, my hearers, to incline you to join 
yourselves to the same cause which was so dear 
to them. To this duty I exhort you, for the hon¬ 
or of that Saviour who poured put his blood, who 
expired in the agonies of crucifixion, to redeem 
you from die power and punishment of your 
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sins. To Ibis duty I exhort you, for the sake of 
securing your own happiness in the world to 
come, as well as in the present. To this I exhort 
you, that you may be prepared to join the happy 
society where dwell the blest spirits of your de¬ 
parted friends, who feared and sought the Lord; 
whose anxious and affectionate hearts often strove 
to draw- you to join them in the hoh- pursuit, and 
. who, if their be prayer in heaven, cease not to in- 
' tercede for you, that your hearts may be moved to 
lead a pious and obedient life, as followers of the 
Lamb of God, who taketh away the sin of the 
world. 









